
November 11, 2020 
 
Dear Fox Chapel Area Family, 
 
I am pleased to report that five-day-a-week in-person instruction continues to work rather well at 
the elementary level and that we are continuing synchronous and asynchronous instruction 
virtually as well. With that in mind, during Monday night’s meeting of the Fox Chapel Area 
School Board, we resumed discussion about adding in-person instructional days at Dorseyville 
Middle School and Fox Chapel Area High School as early as December for DMS and January 
for FCAHS. We recognize that there may be concern because COVID-19 cases are on the rise 
in our region; however, our district and the region are not seeing transmission as a result of 
being in schools. We are doing our best to balance the health and safety needs in our schools 
with the educational needs of our students. At this time, we will move ahead with planning (five 
days of in-person instruction at DMS and four days of in-person instruction at the high school), 
and, as long as it is deemed safe to do so, may seek approval from the School Board at its 
December 1 meeting.  
 
We currently have 6 active cases of COVID-19 within our school buildings, with 5 cases at DMS 
and 1 case at O’Hara. The buildings remain open, because when examining the context of the 
cases and with consultation from the Allegheny County Health Department, it is safe to remain 
open. We will continue to layer mitigation strategies and work collaboratively with the Allegheny 
County Health Department as we prepare to possibly implement changes to our secondary 
instructional models. Since August, the district has had 24 cases of COVID-19; however, 6 of 
those cases were individuals who were diagnosed and had not been in our buildings. 
 
At this time, I have a few other updates to share with you. 
 

● The entire Fox Chapel Area School District extends its gratitude to all of the veterans in 
our community and country on this Veterans Day. The service and sacrifice of our armed 
forces and their families are an inspiration to all of us. Thank you – we are grateful for 
you. 

● The latest round of water testing for the presence of legionella bacteria in the water 
systems at Kerr and O’Hara elementary schools, and at the district’s administration 
building, showed great improvement. All of the results are within accepted national 
guidelines; however, the Allegheny County Health Department desires there to be no 
presence of legionella. We will complete additional mitigation steps to alter the physical 
plumbing structure at the three specific sites that still indicate a small presence of 
legionella in these buildings and then repeat the testing. 

● This month, the high school is celebrating an “Attitude of Gratitude” with a number of 
events, including a food drive, cards for veterans, and activities for World Kindness Day. 
These efforts are being guided by the high school’s counseling department and are part 
of the 7 Mindsets social emotional learning curriculum recently implemented at the high 
school. 

 



Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, we tend to look at all of the things we are missing, but, if we look 
around us, we will find many reasons to be thankful and hopeful. As we near Thanksgiving 
break, please continue to remain vigilant (wear a face mask, practice physical distancing, wash 
your hands, and limit interactions with those not in your household) to help us ensure that our 
students will be able to remain healthy and in school. I am so very grateful for the care that our 
families have taken thus far, and we must work together to continue to be able to offer in-person 
instruction and keep our school community as healthy as possible. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 


